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The Cleveland Museum of Art’s African Gallery to Open Oct. 12 


Newly Renovated Gallery Focuses on sub-Saharan Africa 


CLEVELAND (Oct. 2, 2003) — The Cleveland Museum of Art’s (CMA) newly reinstalled gallery of Art of 
sub-Saharan Africa will reopen to the public on Oct. 12, 2003, after being closed for one year for 
reinstallation. 

Completely refurbished, the gallery will showcase the Museum’s finest examples of art from Africa, 
south of the Sahara with 62 objects in wood, terracotta, brass, ivory, cloth and other media on view. The 
majority of works are wooden masks and figures made in West and Central Africa in the late 19" to early 20 
centuries. 

Admission to this gallery and the museum is free. 

“This new presentation makes the collection more accessible to our visitors. It will elucidate the 
objects’ meanings and contexts, as well as celebrate their aesthetic excellence,” says Constantine Petridis, 
associate curator of African art. “In order to clarify the scope of the Museum’s African collection, the gallery 
has been renamed Art of Sub-Saharan Africa.” 

The gallery is organized geographically with a division in four broad cultural regions: Western Sudan, 
Guinea Coast, Nigeria and the Congo Basin. Objects from the same culture are shown together and contrasted 
with those of their neighbors. This arrangement illustrates the formal and stylistic relationships between 
neighboring artistic traditions and emphasizes the uniqueness of the arts of distinct peoples. 

The cultural regions are marked in the gallery by four free-standing cases containing a single work of 
art that may be viewed from all sides. Special highlights are brasses and ivories from the Edo people’s Benin 
Kingdom and a rare man’s garment in tie-dyed raffia from the Dida people of the Ivory Coast. 

New to the gallery is a series of five laminated gallery cards that discuss key themes that cut across 
the ethnic and geographical divisions allowing the visitor to approach the objects from a more anthropological 
perspective. The themes include leadership, the supernatural, masks and masquerades, styles and the artist. 

The gallery also provides interpretative information including wall text, object labels and field 
photographs. This information illustrates African art as part of a complex cultural network with interwoven 


aspects of material and spiritual life. A state-of-the-art interactive multimedia display focuses on the skin- 
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covered crest mask of the Ejagham people of Nigeria showing how the mask was used in its original setting 
as part of a dynamic and kinetic art form. 

The gallery reinstallation was made possible in part by a generous grant from the Cleveland 
Foundation in Feb. 2004. 

Catalogue Complements New Installation 

South of the Sahara: Selected Works of African Art, written by CMA’s Associate Curator of African 
Art Constantine Petridis, is a fully illustrated, 128-page catalogue (The Cleveland Museum of Art, 2003) 
including 42 object entries, an introductory essay and a map. It will be available for $45 (hardcover) and $30 
(soft cover). 

The Cleveland Museum of Art receives operating support from the Ohio Arts Council and the 
Institute of Museum and Library Services. 

The Cleveland Museum of Art is one of America’s leading comprehensive museums. Its permanent 
collection is world renowned for its quality and breadth, spanning 6,000 years. The Museum is a significant 
international forum for exhibitions, scholarship and art acquisitions. For more information on the Museum, its 


holdings, programs, services and events, call 1-888-CMA-0033 or visit www.ClevelandArt.org. 
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